Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research

Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research

Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research

VER 3- 5/20 | REVISED: 23/05/2020

Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research
About the Journal
Overview
Horizon Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research (JHSSR) is an open-access journal published by BP
Services, independently owned, dependent upon donations and run on a non-profit basis for the benefit of the
world-wide social science community. It neither accepts nor commissions third party content. It is an open-access
online scientific journal which is free of charge. It publishes the scientific outputs.
Recognized internationally as a leading peer-reviewed interdisciplinary journal devoted to the publication of original
papers, it serves as a forum for practical approaches to improving quality in issues pertaining to social and
behavioural sciences as well as the humanities.
JHSSR is currently a bi-annual (July and December) periodical that considers for publication original articles as per its
scope. The journal publishes in English and it is open to authors around the world regardless of the nationality.
The Journal is available world-wide.
Aim and scope
Horizon Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research aims to develop as a pioneer journal for the social
sciences with a focus on emerging issues pertaining to the social and behavioural sciences as well as the humanities.
JHSSR is a principal outlet for scholarly articles. The journal provides a unique forum for theoretical debates and
empirical analyses that move away from narrow disciplinary focus. It is committed to comparative research and
articles that speak to cases beyond the traditional concerns of area and single-country studies. JHSSR strongly
encourages transdisciplinary analysis of contemporary and historical social change particularly in Asia, or beyond by
offering a meeting space for international scholars across the social sciences, including anthropology, cultural studies,
economics, geography, history, political science, psychology, and sociology.
Scope of the journal includes HUMANITIES– Field of Languages, Linguistics, Literature, Translation, modern
Languages, Education, Philosophy, Humanistic Theories and Practices. SOCIAL SCIENCES– Archaeology,
Anthropology, Economics, Geography, History, Law, psychology Political Sciences, sociology, dance, music, sport,
Graphic Design, Technology Management, public policy, Arts and Cultures, and Accounting.
History and Background
A premier journal in its field, JHSSR was established in 2019, and has been in circulation since then. Horizon is an
open access scholarly journal that currently publishes semi-annually. The journal uses a stringent double-blind peerreview process and follows code of conduct stipulated by the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).
It primarily publishes for dissemination of academic research meant for scholars and scientists worldwide. It
publishes on non-profitable basis and does not have any income from subscription or other sources. The journal does
not impose any publication or page fee on authors intending to publish in Horizon journals. It aims to achieve its
SCOPUS status within 2 years of publication.
JHSSR is distributed worldwide to more than 1000 institutions via e-alerts, in addition to authors upon request. To
provide expert evaluation of the various segments of the broad spectrum of Humanities and Social Sciences research,
the editorial office is assisted by scholars who serve as Associate Editors, editorial board members, Emeritus editors
and international advisory board members, and ad hoc reviewers chosen for their expertise. They provide
constructive evaluation and fair and rapid editorial processing. The frequency of citations to articles published in
JHSSR by scientists, students, and others increases each year.
To facilitate review, the Editor-in-Chief and the Chief Executive Editor previews all submitted manuscripts and
independently or in consultation with an Associate Editor, decides if a manuscript is appropriate for review by
members of JHSSR's editorial board and/or ad hoc reviewers. Manuscripts outside of the scope of JHSSR or those
articles in poor English are returned without the delay of a full review, generally within a week of submission.
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Authors may contact the Chief Executive Editor in advance to inquire about the potential suitability of their research
topic for review.

Goal
Our goal is to bring the highest quality research to the widest possible audience. Our objective is “Today's research,
tomorrow's impact”.
Quality
We aim for excellence, sustained by a responsible and professional approach to journal publishing. Submissions are
guaranteed to receive a decision within 14 weeks. The elapsed time from submission to publication for the articles
averages 3-4 months.
Editorial and International Advisory Board
The editorial and the advisory board of the Horizon has a presence of an international base of renowned scholars
from various disciplines of research with diverse geographical background.

Abstracting and indexing of Horizon
As is the case with any new journal, indexing in all prestigious relevant databases takes some time.
The Horizon Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research (Online ISSN 2682-9096) is a high-quality, peerreviewed academic journal in its field.
Horizon JHSSR is a Gold Open Access journal and indexed in major academic databases to maximize article
discoverability and citation. The journal follows best practices on publication ethics outlined in the COPE Code of
Conduct. Editors work to ensure timely decisions after initial submission, as well as prompt publication online if a
manuscript is accepted for publication.

The journal has been indexed and abstracted in: CrossRef, Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), Excellence for
Research in Australia (ERA), Google Scholar, EBSCOhost, ProQuest, The journal has been listed in: CiteFactor, Cornel
University Library, CrossCheck, DRJI, Journalseek, openaccessarticles.com, Open Access Library, Rubrig, Scirus,
Ulrichs. In addition, the journal has been archived in: Academia.edu, National Library of Malaysia.
The journal editors and the publisher are doing their best for this journal to be included in the top abstracting and
indexing databases; however, for the journal to be indexed in any indexing body is beyond the Journal’s direct
control. Nevertheless, the journal ensures that the papers published are of high quality. The publisher from time to
time recommends the journal to the indexing and abstracting bodies.
The authors must also ensure that the manuscripts they submit to Horizon are of top quality and are innovative.
Citing journal articles
The abbreviation for Horizon Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research is Horizon J. Hum. Soc. Sci. Res.
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Upon publication, articles are immediately and freely available to the public. The final version of articles can
immediately be posted to an institutional repository or to the author's own website as long as the article includes a
link back to the original article posted on JHSSR. All published articles are licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License.
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Our editorial team is engaged with universities in 35 countries across the world including Australia, Bangladesh,
Canada, Fiji, Finland, Germany, India, Iran, Jordon, Lithuania, Malaysia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey,
United Kingdom, USA, and Vietnam.
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Manuscript submissions and inquiries are encouraged. Manuscript style and formatting are described in the
"Instructions to Authors". Manuscript submissions should be made using JHSSR online manuscript submission
system, or manuscripts should be mailed through email to the Chief Executive Editor. Direct inquiries to
CEE.horizon@gmail.com
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Publication policy
Horizon publishes original work and its policy prohibits an author from submitting the same manuscript for
concurrent consideration by two or more publications, and is not under concurrent consideration elsewhere at the
time of submitting it to Horizon. It prohibits as well publication of any manuscript that has already been published
either in whole or substantial part elsewhere in any language. It also does not permit publication of manuscript that
has been published in full in Proceedings.
Originality
The author must ensure that when a manuscript is submitted to Horizon, the manuscript is an original work. The
author should check the manuscript for any possible plagiarism using any software such as TurnItIn, i-Thenticate or
any other similar program before submitting the manuscripts to the Horizon journal.
All submitted manuscripts must be in the Journal’s acceptable similarity index range:
< 30%– PASS; 30-40%– RESUBMIT MS; > 40%– REJECT.

Publication Ethics and Publication Malpractice Statement
Code of Conduct
The Horizon Journals takes seriously the responsibility of all of its journal publications to reflect the highest in
publication ethics. Thus all journals and journal editors abide by the Journal’s codes of ethics. Refer to Horizon’s Code
of Conduct for full details at the Journal’s web link https://horizon-jhssr.com/code-of-conduct.php
Copyright and permissions form
To publish an article and make it available, we need publishing rights from you for that work. We therefore ask
authors publishing in Horizon journals to sign an author contract which grants us the necessary publishing rights. This
will be after your manuscript has been through the peer-review process, been accepted and moves into production.
Our editorial office will then send you an email with all the details. Horizon publishes under the open access
publishing— Attribution (CC BY) under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
In case of any queries, contact the Journal’s Editorial office via email to info@horizon-jhssr.com
Article Processing Charges (APC)— Open Access Journal
Open access publishing proposes a relatively new model for scholarly journal publishing that provides immediate,
worldwide, barrier-free access to the full-text of all published articles. Open access allows all interested readers to
view, download, print, and redistribute any article without a subscription, enabling far greater distribution of an
author's work than the traditional subscription-based publishing model. Many authors in a variety of fields have
begun to realize the benefits that open access publishing can provide in terms of increasing the impact of their work
world-wide.
Horizon does not impose any submission fees, publication fees or page charges for those intending to publish their
research in this journal. However, as Horizon is an open access journal, in norms with all open access journals, the
journal has imposed an Article Processing Charge (APC). To publish in Horizon, authors are required to pay an APC of
USD250 per article. A waiver to this available for academics with a heavily subsidized fee of USD100 per accepted
manuscript.
In addition, this journal offers discount on Article Processing Charges to authors based in any of the countries which
were classified by the World Bank as Low-income economies or Lower-middle-income economies. All requests can be
sent directly to the journal’s Chief Executive Editor.
Color figures will be reproduced in color in the online version free of charge. However, in case of a print version, if it
is necessary for the figures to be reproduced in color, a charge of USD50 per figure will apply.
In an open access model, the publication costs of an article are paid from an author's research budget, or by their
supporting institution, in the form of Article Processing Charges. These Article Processing Charges replace
subscription charges and allow publishers to make the full-text of every published article freely available to all
interested readers. In addition, authors who publish in Horizon open access journals retain the copyright of their
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work, which is released under a “Creative Commons Attribution License,” enabling the unrestricted use, distribution,
and reproduction of an article in any medium, provided that the original work is properly cited.

An ISSN is an 8-digit code used to identify periodicals such as journals of all kinds and on all media–print and
electronic. All Horizon journals have an e-ISSN.
Horizon Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Research: e-ISSN 2682-9096.
Lag time
A decision on acceptance or rejection of a manuscript is reached in 3 to 4 months (average 14 weeks). The elapsed
time from submission to publication for the articles averages 4-5 months.
Authorship
Authors are not permitted to add or remove any names from the authorship provided at the time of initial
submission without the consent of the Journal’s Chief Executive Editor. Requests for changes to authorship must be
directed to the journal’s chief executive editor. Changes in authorship will only be permitted where valid reasons are
provided and all authors are in agreement with the change. Post-publication changes to authorship will typically be
made via a published correction and authors may be charged for this additional service.

Manuscript preparation
Refer to Horizon’s INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS at the back of this journal or visit
https://horizon-jhssr.com/manuscript-prepparation.php
A well-formatted manuscript follows all journal instruction. All elements of the manuscript
are printed in English with 1-inch margins at top, bottom, and sides. Right margins are
unjustified. Horizon journals accept manuscript submissions which uses any consistent text—
Format-free Submission! This saves you time and ensures you can focus on your priority: the
research.
However, citations/ references must be formatted by you as per APA format.

(Title, Author details and affiliation, Abstract, Keywords, etc. using the IMRAD style).
Each submission must fulfil the following criteria and documents listed below must be submitted along with the
manuscript for intended publication.
1) Cover letter
Your cover letter should be complete and make a strong pitch. The cover letter should include all these details:

Author(s): Full contact details (email, institutional address, telephone number, etc.) of all authors listed
including who the corresponding author will be [full name(s) written as First Name then Last Name].
Understand the differences between lead author and co-author(s). Lead-author: who has done most of the
research and writing; Co-author: Has collaborated with the lead author and contributed some parts.

A brief explanation of your article’s relevance and impact.

Disclosure of whether you have published this study previously elsewhere or if it is in consideration by
another journal.

Disclosure of any commercial or financial relationship that may be viewed as any potential conflict of
interest.

A brief statement explaining why the journal should publish your study.
(Refer to sample available at https://horizon-jhssr.com/download.php).
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Checklist for Manuscript Submission

Cover letter

Declaration form

Referral form

Manuscript structure
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One author will need to be identified as the corresponding author, with their email address normally displayed in the
article. Authors’ affiliations are the affiliations where the research was conducted. If any of the named co-authors
moves affiliation during the peer-review process, the new affiliation can be given as a footnote. Please note that no
changes to affiliation can be made after your paper is accepted.
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International Standard Serial Number (ISSN)
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2) Declaration form
Do not forget to complete the declaration form and submit it along with your manuscript. Sign the declaration
that your manuscript is original, you have NOT published this study previously elsewhere in any language and is
not under concurrent consideration elsewhere at the time of submitting it to Horizon.
3) Referral form
The authors are strongly recommended to complete the “Reviewers Suggestion” form along with the manuscript
during submission. Authors should suggest up to 3 names of potential reviewers experts in the subject area of
the manuscript, and are not the co-authors listed in the manuscript submitted. The suggested reviewers may be
from any part of the world. The journal is not, however, bound by these suggestions.
4) Language and flow
A well-written manuscript has greater chances of acceptance. Some tips:






Avoid long, complicated sentences; keep it simple. Your sentences should be understandable.
Your ideas should flow smoothly.
Use correct terminology, avoid excessive jargon and grandiose language.
Make sure there are no grammatical mistakes.
It is highly recommended to approach an editing service for help with polishing your manuscript. The
journal has a long-term proven affiliation with a good certified editor at Beyond Proofreading Services PLC.

You may contact Dr. Brown at Beyond Proofreading PLC, beyondproofreading@gmail.com at your own discretion.

Language Accuracy
Horizon emphasizes on the linguistic accuracy of every manuscript published. Articles must be in English and
they must be competently written and argued in clear and concise grammatical English. Contributors are
strongly advised to have the manuscript checked by a colleague with ample experience in writing English
manuscripts or a competent English language editor.
Author(s) should provide a certificate confirming that their manuscripts have been adequately edited. A proof
from a certified editing service should be submitted together with the cover letter at the time of submitting a
manuscript to Horizon.
All editing costs must be borne by the author(s). This step, taken by authors before submission, will greatly
facilitate reviewing, and thus publication if the content is acceptable.

Refer to Horizon’s MANUSCRIPT FORMAT GUIDE at https://horizon-jhssr.com/online-submission.php
Editorial process
Authors are notified with an acknowledgement containing a Manuscript ID upon receipt of a manuscript, and upon
the editorial decision regarding publication.
Horizon follows a double-blind peer-review process. Authors are encouraged to suggest names of at least three
potential reviewers at the time of submission of their manuscript to Horizon using the Referral form. The editors are
not, however, bound by these suggestions.

The Journal’s peer-review
In the peer-review process, three referees independently evaluate the scientific quality of the submitted
manuscripts.
Peer reviewers are experts chosen by journal editors to provide written assessment of the strengths and weaknesses
of written research, with the aim of improving the reporting of research and identifying the most appropriate and
highest quality material for the journal.
The Review process
What happens to a manuscript once it is submitted to Horizon? Typically, there are seven steps to the editorial
review process:
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The Journal’s chief executive editor and the editorial board examine the paper to determine whether it is
appropriate for the journal and should be reviewed. If not appropriate, the manuscript is rejected outright
and the author is informed. Linguistically hopeless manuscripts will be rejected straightaway (e.g., when
the language is so poor that one cannot be sure of what the authors really mean).

2.

The chief executive editor sends the article-identifying information having been removed, to three
reviewers. Typically, one of these is from the Journal's editorial board. Others are external specialists in
the subject matter represented by the article. The chief executive editor requests them to complete the
review in three weeks.
Comments to authors are about the appropriateness and adequacy of the theoretical or conceptual
framework, literature review, method, results and discussion, and conclusions. Reviewers often include
suggestions for strengthening of the manuscript. Comments to the editor are in the nature of the
significance of the work and its potential contribution to the literature.
The chief executive editor, in consultation with the Editor-in-Chief, examines the reviews and decides
whether to reject the manuscript, invite the author(s) to revise and resubmit the manuscript, or seek
additional reviews. Final acceptance or rejection rests with the Editor-in-Chief, who reserves the right to
refuse any material for publication. In rare instances, the manuscript is accepted with almost no revision.
Almost without exception, reviewers' comments (to the author) are forwarded to the author. If a revision
is indicated, the editor provides guidelines for attending to the reviewers' suggestions and perhaps
additional advice about revising the manuscript.

4.

The authors decide whether and how to address the reviewers' comments and criticisms and the editor's
concerns. The authors return a revised version of the paper to the chief executive editor along with
specific information describing how they have answered' the concerns of the reviewers and the editor,
usually in a tabular form. The author(s) may also submit a rebuttal if there is a need especially when the
author disagrees with certain comments provided by reviewer(s).

5.

The chief executive editor sends the revised paper out for re-review. Typically, at least one of the original
reviewers will be asked to examine the article.

6.

When the reviewers have completed their work, the chief executive editor in consultation with the
editorial board and the Editor-in-Chief examine their comments and decide whether the paper is ready to
be published, needs another round of revisions, or should be rejected.

7.

If the decision is to accept, an acceptance letter is sent to all the author(s), the paper is sent to the Press.
The article should appear in print in approximately three months.

The Publisher ensures that the paper adheres to the correct style (in-text citations, the reference list, and tables are
typical areas of concern, clarity, and grammar). The authors are asked to respond to any minor queries by the
Publisher. Following these corrections, page proofs are mailed to the corresponding authors for their final approval.
At this point, only essential changes are accepted. Finally, the article appears in the pages of the Journal and is
posted on-line.

Owing to the volume of manuscripts we receive, we must insist that all submissions be made electronically using
the online submission system™, a web-based portal. For more information, go to our web page and click
“Online Submission”.
Please do not submit manuscripts to the Editor-in-Chief or to any other office directly. All submissions or
queries must be directed to the Chief Executive Editor via email to CEE.horizon@gmail.com
Visit our Journal’s website for more information at https://horizon-jhssr.com/index.php
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SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS
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Do not raise the bar unnecessarily by exaggerating requirements for successful
publication, but rather encourage young researchers to try and experiment.
Researchers can raise their ambition level through gained experience.
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